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output power or separate output powers corresponding to the
conversion powers from the power converters. A method of
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POWER SUPPLY APPARATUS AND METHOD
OF GENERATING POWER BY THE SAME

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to China Application
Serial Number 201310647543.8, filed Dec. 4, 2013 which is
herein incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to a power supply apparatus.
More particularly, the present disclosure relates to a power
supply apparatus for supplying various powers.

2. Description of Related Art

With advanced development of technology nowadays,
more and more power applications are designed with high
efficiency, high power density, high reliability, low cost, etc.,
and thus power products tend to become more and more
complex; for example, there are different demands of output
voltages for different output loads in different output ways
inside a power system.

In addition, there are more and more requirements for
shorter periods and lower costs of developing power prod-
ucts. Therefore, if one specific power supply used for provid-
ing an exclusive power is researched and developed, it cannot
satisfy and is not sufficient for various power applications.
Moreover, the specific power supply used for providing one
kind of power would be utilized without flexibility, and they
also cannot be adapted to different loads or different condi-
tions.

Therefore, a heretofore unaddressed need exists in the art
to address the aforementioned deficiencies and inadequacies.

SUMMARY

An aspect of the present disclosure is related to a power
supply apparatus. The power supply apparatus includes a
power source, a plurality of power converters and an output
connector. The power converters are configured for convert-
ing an input power from the power source into conversion
powers. The output connector is configured for receiving the
conversion powers from the power converters and outputting
a parallel output power, a serial output power or separate
output powers corresponding to the conversion powers from
the power converters.

Another aspect of the present disclosure is related to a
power supply apparatus. The power supply apparatus
includes a power source, a plurality of power converters and
an output connector. The power converters are electrically
connected to the power source. The output connector is con-
figured for operatively connecting outputs of the power con-
verters, such that the outputs of the power converters are
electrically connected in parallel or in series, or the outputs of
the power converters are separate from each other.

Still another aspect of the present disclosure is related to a
method of generating power by a power supply apparatus.
The method includes converting an input power from a power
source into conversion powers by a plurality of power con-
verters, respectively; and operatively connecting outputs of
the power converters and outputting a parallel output power,
a serial output power or separate output powers correspond-
ing to the conversion powers from the power converters.
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2

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are by
examples, and are intended to provide further explanation of
the disclosure as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The disclosure can be more fully understood by reading the
following detailed description of the embodiments, with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings as follows.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a power supply apparatus
according to a first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIGS. 2A-2C are schematic diagrams illustrating the out-
put connector connecting the outputs of the power converters
by a parallel, serial and separate connection, respectively;

FIGS. 2D-2G are schematic diagrams respectively illus-
trating the output connector connecting the outputs of the
power converters by a combination of choosing at least two
connection method of partial-parallel connection, partial-se-
rial connection and partial-separate connection;

FIG. 3A is a schematic diagram of a power supply appa-
ratus according to a second embodiment of the present dis-
closure;

FIG. 3B is a schematic diagram of a power supply appara-
tus according to a third embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a power supply apparatus
according to a fourth embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram of a DC/DC converter according
to one embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating a condition of
outputs of two power converters being connected in series
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of a power supply apparatus
according to a fifth embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of a power supply apparatus
according to a sixth embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram illustrating a condition of
outputs of two power converters being connected in series
according to another embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram illustrating a control
mechanism of controlling one of the series-connected power
converters shown in FIG. 9, according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure; and

FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram of a power supply apparatus
according to a seventh embodiment of the present disclosure.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

In the following description, specific details are presented
to provide a thorough understanding of the embodiments of
the present disclosure. Persons of ordinary skill in the art will
recognize, however, that the present disclosure can be prac-
ticed without one or more of the specific details, or in com-
bination with other components. Well-known implementa-
tions or operations are not shown or described in detail to
avoid obscuring aspects of various embodiments of the
present disclosure.

The terms used in this specification generally have their
ordinary meanings in the art and in the specific context where
each term is used. The use of examples anywhere in this
specification, including examples of any terms discussed
herein, is illustrative only, and in no way limits the scope and
meaning of the disclosure or of any exemplified term. Like-
wise, the present disclosure is not limited to various embodi-
ments given in this specification.

As used herein, “around”, “about”, “approximately” or
“substantially” shall generally mean within 20 percent, pref-
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erably within 10 percent, and more preferably within 5 per-
cent of a given value or range. Numerical quantities given
herein are approximate, meaning that the term “around”,
“about”, “approximately” or “substantially” can be inferred if
not expressly stated, or meaning other approximate values.

It will be understood that, although the terms “first,” “sec-
ond,” etc., may be used herein to describe various elements,
these elements should not be limited by these terms. These
terms are only used to distinguish one element from another.
For example, a first element could be termed a second ele-
ment, and, similarly, a second element could be termed a first
element, without departing from the scope of the embodi-
ments. As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any and all
combinations of one or more of the associated listed items.

Asused herein, the terms “comprising,” “including,” “hav-
ing,” “containing,” “involving,” and the like are to be under-
stood to be open-ended, i.e., to mean including but not limited
to.

Reference throughout the specification to “one embodi-
ment” or “an embodiment” means that a particular feature,
structure, implementation, or characteristic described in con-
nection with the embodiment is included in at least one
embodiment of the present disclosure. Thus, uses of the
phrases “in one embodiment” or “in an embodiment” in vari-
ous places throughout the specification are not necessarily all
referring to the same embodiment. Furthermore, the particu-
lar features, structures, implementation, or characteristics
may be combined in any suitable manner in one or more
embodiments.

In the following description and claims, the terms
“coupled” and “connected”, along with their derivatives, may
be used. In particular embodiments, “connected” and
“coupled” may be used to indicate that two or more elements
are in direct physical or electrical contact with each other, or
may also mean that two or more elements may be in indirect
contact with each other. “Coupled” and “connected” may still
be used to indicate that two or more elements cooperate or
interact with each other.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a power supply apparatus
according to a first embodiment of the present disclosure. As
illustrated in FIG. 1, the power supply apparatus 100 includes
a power source 110, a plurality of power converters 120 and
an output connector 130. The power source 110 is configured
for providing an input power Pin. The power converters 120
are configured for converting the input power Pin from the
power source 110 into conversion powers Pc, respectively.
The output connector 130 is configured for receiving the
conversion powers Pc from the power converters 120 and
outputting a parallel output power, a serial output power or
separate output powers corresponding to the conversion pow-
ers Pc from the power converters 120.

For purposes of convenient illustration, only three power
converters 120 are shown in FIG. 1; however, it is not
intended to be limiting of the present disclosure, and persons
of'ordinary skill in the art can modify the number of the power
converters 120 according to practical needs.

In another aspect, the power converters 120 are electrically
connected to the power source 110, and the output connector
130 is configured for operatively connecting outputs of the
power converters 120, such that the outputs of the power
converters 120 are electrically connected in parallel or in
series, or the outputs of the power converters 120 are separate
from each other.

In one embodiment, the output connector 130 can be a
parallel output connector, a serial output connector, a separate
output connector, a partial-parallel and partial-separate out-
put connector, a partial-serial and partial-separate output con-
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nector, a partial-parallel, partial-serial and partial-separate
output connector, or a partial-parallel and partial-serial output
connector.

FIGS. 2A-2C are schematic diagrams illustrating the out-
put connector connecting the outputs of the power converters
by a parallel, serial and separate connection, respectively.
FIGS. 2D-2G are schematic diagrams respectively illustrat-
ing the output connector connecting the outputs of the power
converters by a combination of choosing at least two connec-
tion method of partial-parallel connection, partial-serial con-
nection and partial-separate connection. For purposes of clear
and convenient illustration, FIGS. 2A-2G are described
below in conjunction with the embodiment shown in FIG. 1.
As illustrated in FIGS. 2A-2G, Output_1, Output_2, Out-
put_3, Output_4 and Output_5 can be referred to as the out-
puts of the power converters 120 (or can indicate the conver-
sion powers Pc from the power converters 120).

In regard to the parallel output connection, as illustrated in
FIG. 2A, the output connector 130 can be the parallel output
connector for connecting Output_1, Output_2 and Output_3,
such that Output_1, Output_2 and Output_3 are electrically
connected in parallel and a parallel output power Output_X
which is generated corresponding to the parallel connection
of Output_1, Output_2 and Output_3 (or the parallel conver-
sion powers) is outputted, in which the parallel output power
Output_X is outputted with a larger output current due to the
parallel output connection.

In regard to the serial output connection, as illustrated in
FIG. 2B, the output connector 130 can be serial output con-
nector for connecting Output_1, Output_2 and Output_3,
such that Output_1, Output_2 and Output_3 are electrically
connected in series and a serial output power Output_Y which
is generated corresponding to the serial connection of Out-
put_1, Output_2 and Output_3 (or the serial conversion pow-
ers) is outputted, in which the serial output power Output_Y
is outputted with a larger output voltage due to the serial
output connection.

In regard to the separate output connection, as illustrated in
FIG. 2C, the output connector 130 can be the separate output
connector for connecting Output_1, Output_2 and Output_3,
such that Output_1, Output_2 and Output_3 are separate from
each other and the separate output powers Output_A, Out-
put_B and Output_C which are generated corresponding to
the separate connection of Output_1, Output_2 and Output_3
(or the separate conversion powers) are outputted, in which
the separate output powers Output_A, Output_B and Out-
put_C can be outputted for various loads or power applica-
tions.

In regard to the partial-parallel and partial-separate output
connection, as illustrated in FIG. 2D, the output connector
130 can be the partial-parallel and partial-separate output
connector for connecting Output_1, Output_2 and Output_3,
such that Output_1, Output_2 are connected in parallel and a
output power Output_X1 which is generated corresponding
to the parallel connection of Output_1 and Output_2 is out-
putted, and Output_3 is separately outputted as a output
power Output_X2, in which the parallel output power Out-
put_X1 and the separate output power Output_X2 are output-
ted for various loads or power applications.

In regard to the partial-serial and partial-separate output
connection, as illustrated in FIG. 2E, the output connector
130 can be the partial-serial and partial-separate output con-
nector for connecting Output_1, Output_2 and Output_3,
such that Output_1, Output_2 are connected in series and a
output power Output_Y1 which is generated corresponding
to the serial connection of Output_1 and Output_2 is output-
ted, and Output_3 is separately outputted as a output power
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Output_Y?2, in which the serial output power Output_Y1 and
the separate output power Output_Y?2 are outputted for vari-
ous loads or power applications.

In regard to the partial-parallel, partial-serial and partial-
separate output connection, as illustrated in FIG. 2F, the out-
put connector 130 can be the partial-parallel, partial-serial
and partial-separate output connector for connecting Out-
put_1, Output_2, Output_3, Output_4 and Output_5, such
that Output_1, Output_2 are connected in parallel and a out-
put power Output_Z1 which is generated corresponding to
the parallel connection of Output_1 and Output_2 is output-
ted, Output_3 is separately outputted as a output power Out-
put_7Z2, and Output_4, Output_5 are connected in series and
a output power Output_73 which is generated corresponding
to the serial connection of Output_4 and Output_5 is output-
ted, in which the parallel output power Output_71, the sepa-
rate output power Output_Z2 and the serial output power
Output_2Z3 are outputted for various loads or power applica-
tions.

In regard to the partial-parallel and partial-serial output
connection, as illustrated in FIG. 2G, the output connector
130 can be the partial-parallel and partial-serial output con-
nector for connecting Output_1, Output_2, Output_3 and
Output_4, such that Output_1, Output_2 are connected in
parallel and a output power Output_7Z1 which is generated
corresponding to the parallel connection of Output_1 and
Output_2 is outputted, and Output_3, Output_4 are con-
nected in series and a output power Output_72 which is
generated corresponding to the serial connection of Output_3
and Output_4 is outputted, in which the parallel output power
Output_2Z1 and the serial output power Output_7Z2 are out-
putted for various loads or power applications. In FIG.
2D-2@, the ground of the output power Output_X1 and Out-
put_X2, Output_Y1 and Output_Y2, Output_Z71, Output_72
and Output_7Z3 are not connected to each other, but the
ground of the above output powers can be connected to each
other, the disclosure is not limited to the drawings.

The connection methods of the output connector in the
embodiment are shown in FIG. 2A-2G, but the disclosure is
not limited thereto. A person skilled in the art can adjust the
connection method of the output connector according to
actual demands.

As mentioned above, since the power supply apparatus 100
can be configured to operatively generate the output power
with a larger output current or a larger output voltage, or to
generate the separate output powers for various loads or
power applications, the power supply apparatus 100 is able to
provide various types of output powers suitable for various
requirements of output, and thus the power supply apparatus
100 can satisty various power applications, and the power
supply apparatus 100 can be utilized with flexibility and
adapted to various loads or various conditions as well.

FIG. 3A is a schematic diagram of a power supply appa-
ratus according to a second embodiment of the present dis-
closure. In the present embodiment, the power source may
further include a direct-current (DC) power source 310, and
the DC power source 310 is configured for providing a DC
power for the power converters. Moreover, in another
embodiment, at least one of the power converters may further
include a DC/DC converter 320 and the DC/DC converter 320
is configured for converting the DC power into the corre-
sponding conversion power. For example, in the embodiment
shown in FIG. 3A, each of the power converters includes the
DC/DC converter 320.

In practice, the DC power source 310 can be configured by
a single DC power source or multiple separate DC power
sources.
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FIG. 3B is a schematic diagram of a power supply appara-
tus according to a third embodiment of the present disclosure.
In the present embodiment, the power source may further
include an alternating-current (AC) power source 312, and
the AC power source 312 is configured for providing an AC
power for the power converters. Moreover, in another
embodiment, at least one of the power converters may further
include a power factor correction (PFC) circuit 322 and a
DC/DC converter 324, in which the PFC circuit 322 is con-
figured for receiving the AC power and outputting a DC
power and the DC/DC converter 324 is configured for con-
verting the DC power into the corresponding conversion
power. For example, in the embodiment shown in FIG. 3B,
each ofthe power converters includes the PFC circuit 322 and
the DC/DC converter 324.

In practice, the AC power source 312 can be configured by
a single-phase power source or a multi-phase power source
(e.g., a three-phase power source with delta configuration or
Y configuration).

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a power supply apparatus
according to a fourth embodiment of the present disclosure.
As illustrated in FIG. 4, the power supply apparatus 400
includes a power source 410, power converters 420 and an
output connector 430, in which the connections and opera-
tions of the power source 410, the power converter 420 and
the output connector 430 are similar to those illustrated in the
embodiment of FIG. 1, and thus they are not further detailed
herein. Furthermore, at least one of the power converters 420
may further include a converting circuit 422, a rectifier circuit
424 and an output filter circuit 426. The converting circuit 422
is electrically connected to the power source 410 and config-
ured for converting an input voltage corresponding to the
input power from the power source 410 into a conversion
voltage, for example the converting circuit 422 can be a phase
shifted full bridge (PSFB) converter. The rectifier circuit 424
is configured for rectifying the conversion voltage, for
example the rectifier circuit 424 can be a synchronous recti-
fier. The output filter circuit 426 is electrically connected
across an output of the corresponding power converter 420,
and configured for filtering the rectified conversion voltage
from the rectifier circuit 424 and generating an output volt-
age.

In another embodiment, at least one of the power convert-
ers 420 may further include an EMI filter circuit 433 and an
inrush control circuit 435. The EMI filter circuit 433 may be
configured at the previous stage of the power converter 420
and configured for filtering electromagnetic interference
from the input power generated from the power source 410.
The inrush control circuit 435 may be configured between the
EMI filter circuit 433 and the converting circuit 422 and
configured for limiting excessive current inrush to the input
power when the power converter 420 is powered on.

In yet another embodiment, each of the power converters
420 includes the EMI filter circuit 433, the inrush control
circuit 435, the converting circuit 422, the rectifier circuit
424, and the output filter circuit 426, the connections and
operations of which are illustrated above and shown in FI1G. 4.

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram of a DC/DC converter according
to one embodiment of the present disclosure. The DC/DC
converter 500 is configured with a single input and a single
output. The DC/DC converter 500 can be applied in, but not
limited to, the power converter in the embodiments of the
present disclosure. For illustration, the DC/DC converter 500
is applied in the power converter 420 shown in FIG. 4. The
DC/DC converter 500 includes an EMI filter 533, an inrush
current control circuit 535, a reverse protection circuit 537, a
capacitor unit 539, a phase shifted full bridge (PSFB) con-
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verter 522, an isolation stage (e.g., a transformer) 523, a
synchronous rectifier (SR) 524, an output filter circuit 526,
and an ORing circuit 527.

The EMI filter 533 can be configured for suppressing com-
mon-mode and differential-mode interference of the input
power such that electromagnetic interference (EMI) standard
can be met. The inrush current control circuit 535 can be
configured for limiting instantaneous excessive current when
the DC/DC converter 500 is powered on, in order to avoid
misoperation. The reverse protection circuit 537 can be con-
figured for protecting devices inside the power supply appa-
ratus from being damaged if the input is inversely configured.
The capacitor unit 539 may include a bulk capacitor and can
be configured for storing energy corresponding to the input
power and generating the input voltage provided for the con-
verting circuit (e.g., the phase shifted full bridge converter
522), such that the requirement of hold-up time for the power
supply apparatus can be satisfied. The PSFB converter 522
can be used as a DC/DC converter in large power applications
and to increase efficiency significantly and also generates the
conversion voltage delivered through the isolation stage 523
to the synchronous rectifier 524. The synchronous rectifier
524 includes MOSFETs configured for rectifying the conver-
sion voltage so as to reduce conduction loss in ON state. The
output filter circuit 526 can be configured for filtering the
rectified conversion voltage from the synchronous rectifier
524. The ORing circuit 527 is configured for hot-swap and
hot-plug when multiple redundant power applications are
realized. Hot-swap and hot-plug are terms used interchange-
ably to refer to the process of safely inserting or removing
cards, PC boards, cables, etc. In addition, other circuits such
as a sampling circuit, a protection circuit, a communication
circuit, an internal auxiliary power supplying circuit, etc., can
be included in the power supply apparatus as well.

As for the configuration of the DC/DC converter 500, it can
be applied in each of the power converters 420 shown in FI1G.
4, and the outputs of multiple DC/DC converters 500 can be
electrically connected in parallel or in series, or can be sepa-
rate from each other or can be combinations of the above
connection method, by the output connector 430.

However, for larger power applications, particularly the
application requiring a larger output current, the DC/DC con-
verters 500 may not start up normally if the outputs of the
multiple DC/DC converters 500 are connected in series since
the DC/DC converters 500 are independent from each other
and there could be errors between parameters of internal
control circuits of the independent DC/DC converters 500,
such that the start-up time of the DC/DC converters 500
cannot be identical; in other words, the start-up time of the
DC/DC converters 500 may be different from each other and
thus the DC/DC converters 500 could be started up one after
the other, such that the power supply apparatus may operate
abnormally. The aforementioned condition is exemplarily
described below.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating a condition of
outputs of two power converters being connected in series
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure. As
illustrated in FIG. 6, the power converters PSM1 and PSM2
may have a same portion of configurations as that shown in
FIG. 5, and the outputs of the power converters PSM1 and
PSM2 are connected in series. For example, after PSM1 is
started up, the internal load current indicated by arrows
shown in FIG. 6, is generated flowing from PSM2 to PSM1,
and the external load current Iout flows from the positive
output of PSM1 to the negative output of PSM2. Specifically,
the internal load current in PSM2 flows sequentially through
the secondary winding of the transformer Trans_2, the body
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diode of MOSFET SR3, the output filtering inductor 1.2, and
the body diode of MOSFET 2, toward the negative output of
PSM1, in which voltage drops are generated across the
devices (particularly the diodes) through which the load cur-
rent flows. As a result, there will be a reverse voltage (or a
negative voltage) generated across two terminals of the output
capacitor C2 in PSM2, and the reverse voltage across the
output capacitor C2 is increased along with the increase of the
load current. Furthermore, when the voltage pulse is deliv-
ered from the primary winding of the transformer Trans_2,
the secondary winding of the transformer Trans_2 is equiva-
lent of being operated with the reverse voltage, such that the
output power from PSM2 cannot be normally generated (i.e.,
PSM2 cannot be started up), and PSM2 is more difficult to be
started up when the load is increased.

An approach to the aforementioned issue is provided here-
inafter. FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of a power supply
apparatus according to a fifth embodiment of the present
disclosure. Similar to the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4,
the power supply apparatus 700 in the present embodiment
also includes a power source 710, power converters 720 and
an output connector 730, and at least one of the power con-
verters 720 may further include a converting circuit 722, a
rectifier circuit 724 and an output filter circuit 726, in which
the connections and operations of the aforementioned devices
are similar to those illustrated in the embodiment of FIG. 4,
and thus they are not further detailed herein.

Compared to FIG. 4, at least one of the power converters
720 may further include an output reverse protection circuit
728 configured for clamping the output (or output voltage) of
the output filter circuit 726 (i.e., clamping the output of the
power converter 720) to an operation voltage (e.g., the voltage
0ot 0V) in the condition of the output filter circuit 726 gener-
ating the reverse voltage (or negative voltage). Therefore, if
the output voltage becomes the reverse voltage due to the
outputs connected in series, as described above, the output
voltage which is the reverse voltage can be temporarily
clamped to the operation voltage such that the reverse voltage
has a minimum effect (or even no effect) upon the start-up of
the power converter 720, and the normal output powers of the
series-connected power converters 720 can thus be generated
(i.e., the series-connected power converters 720 can thus be
operated normally).

In one embodiment, at least one of the power converters
720 may further include and an EMI filter circuit 733 and an
inrush control circuit 735, in which the connections and
operations of the EMI filter circuit 733 and the inrush control
circuit 735 are similar to those illustrated in the embodiment
of FIG. 4.

In another embodiment, each of the power converters 720
includes the EMI filter circuit 733, the inrush control circuit
735, the converting circuit 722, the rectifier circuit 724, the
output filter circuit 726, and the output reverse protection
circuit 728, the connections and operations of which are
illustrated above and shown in FIG. 7.

In still another embodiment, the output reverse protection
circuit 728 may further include a diode device or a transistor
device, in which the diode device or the transistor device is
electrically connected across the output of the output filter
circuit 726. For example, when the load current required for
the output load is smaller, the diode device can be imple-
mented in the output reverse protection circuit 728; when the
load current required for the output load is larger, the transis-
tor device can be implemented in the output reverse protec-
tion circuit 728. In practice, the transistor device can be
implemented by MOSFET or other types of transistors
according to practical needs.
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FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of a power supply apparatus
according to a sixth embodiment of the present disclosure. In
the present embodiment, the output reverse protection circuit
includes a transistor (e.g., MOSFET) MS, two terminals of
which are electrically connected across the output of the
output filter circuit (or the output of the power converter), in
which the transistor MS is operatively switched on to clamp
the output voltage generated by the output filter circuit.

On the other hand, the input and output configurations of
the power supply apparatuses illustrated in FIG. 4 and FIG. 7
can be modified according to practical needs. As illustrated in
FIG. 8, the power supply apparatus 800 has one input (e.g.,
DC input) and three outputs Output_1, Output_2 and Out-
put_3, and the outputs of power converters (e.g., DC/DC
converters) in the power supply apparatus 800 are configured
with a serial-parallel connection. Specifically, the power sup-
ply apparatus 800 includes one EMI filter for receiving the
DC input, and the EMI filter is electrically connected in series
to multiple groups (e.g., three groups as shown in FIG. 8) of
circuits that are electrically connected in parallel with each
other, in which each of the groups includes similar circuits
illustrated in FIG. 5. The power supply apparatus 800 as
shown in FIG. 8 is similar to that including three separate
DC/DC converters or three independent power supply mod-
ules, in which other circuits such as the sampling circuit, the
protection circuit, the communication circuit, the internal
auxiliary power supplying circuit, etc., can be independently
included in each of the DC/DC converters or power supply
modules.

Notably, the number of input(s) and output(s) in the present
embodiment is merely for purposes of illustration and not
intended to be limiting of the present disclosure. For example,
there can be two independent DC inputs, and thus there can be
two EMI filters configured for separately receiving the DC
inputs and similar circuits following the two EMI filters.

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram illustrating a condition of
outputs of two power converters being connected in series
according to another embodiment of the present disclosure.
The power converters PSM1 and PSM2 are illustrated sche-
matically and fragmentarily in FIG. 9, and thus it is not
limiting of the present disclosure. Compared to FIG. 6, the
power converter PSM1 further includes an output reverse
protection circuit 910, and the power converter PSM2 further
includes an output reverse protection circuit 920, in which the
output reverse protection circuit 910 further includes a tran-
sistor device Q3 electrically connected across the output of
the output filter circuit (including the inductor [.1 and the
capacitor C1) or the output of PSM1, and the output reverse
protection circuit 920 further includes a transistor device Q4
electrically connected across the output of the output filter
circuit (including the inductor [.2 and the capacitor C2) or the
output of PSM2.

In operation, in the condition of a reverse voltage (or a
negative voltage) generated across two terminals of the output
capacitor C2 in PSM2, the transistor device Q4 is switched on
to clamp the reverse voltage to an operation voltage; that is,
the transistor device Q4 is switched on such that the output of
the power converter PSM2 (i.e., PSM2 Output) is short-cir-
cuited, and as a result, the output voltage is temporarily
clamped to a zero voltage and the voltage pulse can be nor-
mally delivered from the primary winding of the transformer
Trans_2to the secondary winding of the transformer Trans_2,
and the normal output power of PSM2 can be generated
accordingly.

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram illustrating a control
mechanism of controlling one of the series-connected power
converters shown in FIG. 9, according to one embodiment of

40

45

10

the present disclosure. FIG. 10 is illustrated schematically
and fragmentarily, thus it is not limiting of the present disclo-
sure. As illustrated FIG. 10, the power supply apparatus may
further include a control circuit 1000 configured for activat-
ing the output reverse protection circuit 920 in response to the
reverse voltage. Specifically, when the output reverse protec-
tion circuit 920 includes the transistor device Q4 as shown in
FIG. 10, the control circuit 1000 is configured for switching
on the transistor device Q4 in response to the reverse voltage.

In one embodiment, the control circuit 1000 may further
include a transistor device Q5, and the transistor device Q5 is
configured to receive a driving voltage Svce from a driving
source and to be switched off in response to the reverse
voltage, for example, generated by the capacitor C2 as
described above, such that the output reverse protection cir-
cuit 920 is activated by the driving voltage Svcc to clamp the
output voltage (e.g., Vc) to the operation voltage.

In another embodiment, as illustrated FIG. 10, the transis-
tor device Q5 has a first terminal, a second terminal and a
control terminal, in which the first terminal of the transistor
device Q5 is electrically connected to the control terminal of
the transistor device Q4 and electrically connected through a
resistor R1 to the driving source providing the driving voltage
Svec, the second terminal of the transistor device Q5 is elec-
trically connected to the first terminal of the transistor device
Q4 and electrically connected through a capacitor C3 to the
driving source providing the driving voltage Svce, and the
control terminal is electrically connected through a resistor
R3 and a diode D1 to the second terminal of the transistor
device Q4 and electrically connected through a resistor R2 to
the driving source providing the driving voltage Svcec.

For purposes of convenient illustration, the control mecha-
nism in the present embodiment is described in conjunction
with the embodiment in FIG. 9. In operation, when PSM1 and
PSM2 are started up at different time (for example, PSM2 is
delayed to be started up), the voltage V¢ across the capacitor
C2 (or the output voltage of PSM2) becomes the reverse
voltage (or negative voltage). At that moment, the transistor
device Q5 is switched off such that the driving voltage Svee
drives the transistor device Q4 to switch on, and thus the
voltage Vc across the capacitor C2 (or the output voltage of
PSM2) is clamped to a zero voltage; that is, the output of
PSM2 (i.e., PSM2 Output) is short-circuited, such that the
voltage pulse can be normally delivered from the primary
winding of the transformer Trans_2 to the secondary winding
of the transformer Trans_2. When the voltage Vc across the
capacitor C2 increases to be larger than 0 V, the transistor
device Q5 is switched on, such that the transistor device Q4 is
switched off, and thus and the normal output voltage (or
output power) of PSM2 can be generated accordingly.

On the other hand, for applications with AC input, the
power supply apparatus includes circuits similar to those
illustrated in FIG. 7 except for specific circuits associated
with the AC input, despite of a single power source or three
separate power source. FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram of a
power supply apparatus according to a seventh embodiment
of'the present disclosure. As illustrated in FIG. 11, the power
supply apparatus 1100 has three inputs and three outputs.
Compared to FIG. 7, each of the power converters further
includes a power factor correction (PFC) circuit for receiving
an AC power from the AC source and outputting a DC power.

Similarly, the output connector in the present embodiment
can be configured for operatively connecting the outputs of
the power converters, such that the power supply apparatus
1100 is able to provide various types of output powers suit-
able for various requirements of output. For example, assum-
ing that there are three independent power converters and
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each can provide a power of 12V/100 A, the output connector
can be operated to connect the outputs of the three power
converters, such that the outputs can be connected in parallel
to obtain the power of 12V/300 A, be connected in series to
obtain the power of 36V/100 A, or be separate from each other
to obtain three separate powers of 12V/100 A.

In still another aspect, a method of generating power by a
power supply apparatus is provided. For purposes of clear and
convenient illustration, the method is described below in con-
junction with the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4. The
method includes the following steps. An input power is con-
verted from the power source 410 into conversion powers by
the power converters 420, respectively. After that, the outputs
of the power converters 420 are operatively connected and a
parallel output power, a serial output power or separate output
powers corresponding to the conversion powers is/are output-
ted from the power converters 420.

In one embodiment, the step of converting the input power
into the conversion powers may further include the following
steps. First, an input voltage corresponding to the input power
is converted (for example, by the converting circuit 422) into
a conversion voltage. Afterward, the conversion voltage is
rectified (for example, by the rectifier circuit 424). Then, the
rectified conversion voltage is filtered and an output voltage is
generated (for example, by the output filter circuit 426) as the
conversion power.

In another embodiment, the method may further include
the following steps described in conjunction with the embodi-
ment illustrated in FIG. 5. Electromagnetic interference is
filtered from the input power (for example, by the EMI filter
533). Furthermore, excessive current inrush to the input
power is limited (for example, by the inrush current control
circuit 535). In addition, energy corresponding to the input
power is stored and the input voltage provided to be converted
is generated (for example, by the capacitor unit 539).

In still another embodiment, the method may further
include the step of clamping the output voltage to an opera-
tion voltage (for example, by the output reverse protection
circuit 920 shown in FIG. 10) in a condition of the output
voltage being a reverse voltage. Specifically, the step of
clamping the output voltage to the operation voltage may
further include the step of short-circuiting the corresponding
output (e.g., PSM2 Output) of the corresponding power con-
verter, such that the output voltage (e.g., V¢) is temporarily
clamped to a zero voltage.

The steps are not necessarily recited in the sequence in
which the steps are performed. That is, unless the sequence of
the steps is expressly indicated, the sequence of the steps is
interchangeable, and all or part of the steps may be simulta-
neously, partially simultaneously, or sequentially performed.

As is understood by a person skilled in the art, the forego-
ing embodiments of the present disclosure are illustrative of
the present disclosure rather than limiting of the present dis-
closure. It is intended to cover various modifications and
similar arrangements included within the spirit and scope of
the appended claims, the scope of which should be accorded
with the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all such
modifications and similar structures.

What is claimed is:

1. A power supply apparatus, comprising:

a power source;

a plurality of power converters configured for converting
an input power from the power source into conversion
powers; and

an output connector configured for receiving the conver-
sion powers from the power converters and outputting
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one or more output power corresponding to the conver-
sion powers, wherein at least one ofthe power converters
further comprises:

a converting circuit configured for converting an input
voltage corresponding to the input power into a conver-
sion voltage;

a rectifier circuit configured for rectifying the conversation
voltage;

an output filler circuit electrically connected across an
output of the corresponding power converter, the output
filter circuit configured for filtering the rectified conver-
sation voltage and generating an output voltage; and

an output reverse protection circuit configured for clamp-
ing the output voltage to an operation voltage in a con-
dition of the output voltage being a reverse voltage,
wherein the output reverse protection circuit is con-
nected across the output of the output filter circuit.

2. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the output connector receives the conversion powers
from the power converters, such that the outputs of at least
two power converters of the power converters are connected
in parallel.

3. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the output connector receives the conversion powers
from the power converters, such that the outputs of at least
two power converters of the power converters are connected
in series.

4. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the output connector receives the conversion powers
from the power converters, such that the output of at least one
power converter of the power converters is separately output-
ted.

5. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the power source further comprises:

a direct-current power source configured for providing a

direct-current power for the power converters.

6. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 5,
wherein at least one of the power converters comprises:

a DC/DC converter configured for converting the direct-

current power into the corresponding conversion power.

7. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the power source further comprises:

an alternating-current power source configured for provid-
ing an alternating-current power for the power convert-
ers.

8. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 7,
wherein at least one of the power converters further com-
prises:

a power factor correction circuit configured for receiving
the alternating-current power and outputting a direct-
current power; and

a DC/DC converter configured for converting the direct-
current power into the corresponding conversion power.

9. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the output reverse protection circuit further com-
prises a diode device or a transistor device electrically con-
nected across the output of the output filter circuit.

10. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
further comprising:

a control circuit configured for activating the output reverse

protection circuit in response to the reverse voltage.

11. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 10,
wherein the control circuit further comprises:

a transistor device configured to receive a driving voltage

and to be switched off in response to the reverse voltage
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such that the output reverse protection circuit is activated
by the driving voltage to clamp the output voltage to the
operation voltage.

12. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein at least one of the power converters further com-
prises:

an EMI filter circuit configured for filtering electromag-

netic interference from the input power generated from
the power source;

an inrush control circuit configured for limiting excessive

current inrush to the input power; and

a capacitor unit configured for storing energy correspond-

ing to the input power and generating the input voltage
provided for the converting circuit.

13. A power supply apparatus, comprising:

a power source;

aplurality of power converters electrically connected to the

power source; and

an output connector configured for operatively connecting

outputs of the power converters, such that the outputs of
atleast two power converters of the power converters are
electrically connected in parallel or in series, or the
output of at least one power converter of the power
converters is separately outputted, wherein at least one
of the power converters further comprises:

a converting circuit electrically connected to the power

source;

an output filter circuit electrically connected across an

output of the corresponding power converter; and

an output reverse protection circuit configured for clamp-

ing an output of the output filter circuit in a condition of
the output filter circuit generating a reverse voltage,
wherein the output reverse protection circuit is con-
nected across the output of the output filter circuit.

14. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 13,
wherein the output reverse protection circuit further com-
prises:

a first transistor device electrically connected across the

output of output filter circuit.

15. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 14,
further comprising:

a control circuit configured for switching on the first tran-

sistor device in response to the reverse voltage.

16. The power supply apparatus as claimed in claim 15,
wherein the control circuit further comprises:
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a second transistor device having a first terminal electri-
cally connected to a control terminal of the first transis-
tor device and a driving source, a second terminal elec-
trically connected to a first terminal of the first transistor
device and the driving source, and a control terminal
electrically connected to a second terminal of the first
transistor device and the driving source.

17. A method of generating power by a power supply

apparatus, the method comprising:

converting an input power from a power source into con-
version powers by a plurality of power converters,
respectively; and

operatively connecting outputs of the power converters,
such that the outputs of at least two power converters of
the power converters are electrically connected in par-
allel or series, or the output of at least one power con-
verter of the power converters is separately outputted,
wherein the step of converting the input power into the
conversion powers further comprises;

converting an input voltage corresponding to the input
power into a conversion voltage by a converting circuit
electrically connected to the power source:

rectifying the conversion voltage by a rectifier circuit:

filtering the rectified conversion voltage and generating an
output voltage as the conversion power by an output
filter circuit; and

clamping the output voltage to an operation voltage in a
condition of the output voltage being a reverse voltage
by an output reverse protection circuit, wherein the out-
put reverse protection circuit is connected across the
output of the output filter circuit.

18. The method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the step of
clamping the output voltage to the operation voltage further
comprises:

short-circuiting the corresponding output of the corre-
sponding power converter such that the output voltage is
temporarily clamped to a zero voltage.

19. The method as claimed in claim 17, further comprising:

filtering electromagnetic interference from the input
power;

limiting excessive current inrush to the input power; and

storing energy corresponding to the input power and gen-
erating the input voltage to be converted.
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